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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport’s Runway 4L/22R and Associated 
Taxiways Reconstruction Project Receives ISI Envision® Silver Award 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Sept. 22, 2016 – The Detroit Metropolitan Airport’s Runway and Associated Taxiways 
Reconstruction project has received the Envision rating system’s Silver award from the Institute for Sustainable 
Infrastructure (ISI), which recognizes sustainable infrastructure across the full range of environmental, social and 
economic impacts. The airport is operated by the Wayne County Airport Authority (WCAA). This is the 19th project 
across the country to receive an Envision rating since the program began.  
 
The airport’s runway being reconstructed is 10,000 feet long and 150 feet wide. Typically, it is used for aircraft 
arrivals and can accommodate operations in low-visibility conditions, making it critical to the airport’s operational 
efficiency and business continuity. The project also involves reconstruction of the associated taxiway system, 
providing a safe connection for aircraft from the runway to the passenger terminals at the Detroit Metro Airport. 
In total, the project encompasses 6.5 miles of airfield pavement.  
 
“Our team values and appreciates the importance of sustainable design in our projects,” said Airport Authority 
Director of Environment & Sustainability Bryan Wagoner. “From recycling materials, to use of low-energy lighting, 
and prudent stormwater management, we knew the runway reconstruction project would be an important 
element of the Airport Authority’s sustainability program.”  
 
The Airport Authority worked closely with its design and construction administration partners—RS&H, the prime 
consultant; and C&S Companies, who is also leading the sustainability efforts—to embrace holistic decision-making 
and resilient design. With the help of committed contractor teammates, including Ajax Paving Industries, Inc., and 
Dan’s Excavating, Inc., the design and its sustainability initiatives are being implemented effectively. By acting with 
sustainable infrastructure in mind, the Airport Authority is improving the long-term durability of the runway, 
reducing maintenance needs and costs, while increasing its operational efficiency.   
 
“Envision is a verification process specifically designed to rate the sustainability of infrastructure,” said Airport 
Authority Senior Project Manager Theresa Samosiuk. “By using ISI’s standards for the Runway 4L/22R 
reconstruction, we were confident the final result would be something of which we could be proud.”  
 
Created in 2012 through a collaboration between the ISI and the Zofnass Program for Sustainable Infrastructure at 
the Harvard University Graduate School of Design, Envision focuses on the impact of an infrastructure project as a 
whole. The ISI Envision system measures sustainability in five categories: Quality of Life, Leadership, Natural World, 
Resource Allocation, and Climate and Risk. These key areas contribute to the positive social, economic and 
environmental impacts on a community. The Runway and Taxiways Reconstruction project scored highest in the 
Leadership, Quality of Life, Resource Allocation and Natural World categories of Envision’s sustainable 
infrastructure rating system. 
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Leadership (LD):  The WCAA showed leadership in a number of ways throughout the project, including asking 
contractors in the bid packages for ideas on sustainability initiatives that could be implemented at Detroit Metro 
Airport or lessons learned from past projects. 
 
Quality of Life (QL):  Besides creating more than 350 jobs, the Airport Authority and project team made concerted 
efforts to invest in the quality and diversity of the local workforce. As a federally funded project, the WCAA 
established goals for disadvantaged business participation during both the design and construction phases of the 
project.  
 
Resource Allocation (RA):  A number of initiatives were implemented to reduce resource consumption, including 
the installation of LED lighting and signage, stormwater re-use for dust control (10,000,000+ gallons of recycled 
water, to date), and re-use of excavated materials both on the project and in locations west of the runway to 
balance the site and minimize maintenance needs. In addition, the contractor has brought a concrete crusher on 
site to enable efficient pulverizing of materials for use on other projects.  
 
Natural World (NW): The Runway and Taxiways Reconstruction project went beyond compliance with 
environmental regulations during construction by reducing existing impervious surfaces at the site, thus presenting 
long-term benefits to the ecological conditions on the airport. By minimizing the amount of pavement, stormwater 
runoff and the associated water quality impacts will decrease. This also minimizes future maintenance costs and 
the need for virgin materials. 
 
“It’s an honor to earn ISI’s Envision Silver Award,” said Airport Authority CEO Thomas Naughton. “Our Airport 
Authority departments worked together with RS&H and C&S to achieve this goal. Now, we will have another state-
of-the-art runway and the distinction of being only the second airfield project to receive an Envision Award. Their 
work will guarantee that Detroit Metro Airport can continue providing world-class service to our customers and 
remain an important contributor to our region’s economy.”  
 
The Envision Silver award was presented by ISI at today’s Airport Authority Board Meeting. The runway and 
taxiways are expected to re-open and be operational later this year.  
 
Photos and additional details regarding the Runway and Taxiways Reconstruction project can be found at: 
cscos.com/2016/09/dtw-envision-silver 

### 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport: 
Erica Donerson  
Media Relations Manager 
Erica.Donerson@wcaa.us 
734-247-2792 

C&S Companies: 

Media Contact: 
Courtney Armbruster, LEED AP 
Senior Marketing Communication Specialist 
carmbruster@cscos.com 
315-455-2000 
 
Sustainability Contact: 
Carly Shannon, LEED AP BD+C, ENV SP 
Project Planner, Sustainability Leader 
cshannon@cscos.com  
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424-281-1996 
 
Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure: 

Laura Bynum, Media Relations and Communications Manager 
(202) 218-6736 
lbynum@apwa.net 
 
About Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport:   

Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport (DTW) welcomed more than 33 million passengers in 2015 and is one 
of the world’s leading air transportation hubs. With service from 13 scheduled passenger airlines, Michigan’s 
largest airport offers more than 1,100 flights per day to and from more than 140 non-stop destinations on four 
continents. With two award-winning passenger terminals, six jet runways, and an onsite AAA Four-Diamond 
Westin Hotel, DTW is among the world’s most efficient, customer friendly and operationally capable airports in 
North America. DTW is operated by Wayne County Airport Authority, which also operates nearby Willow Run 
Airport – an important corporate, cargo and general aviation facility. The Airport Authority is entirely self-
sustaining and does not receive tax dollars to support airport operations. Visit www.metroairport.com for more 
information.  

About RS&H: 
RS&H’s worldwide reputation as a leading aviation consultant reflects its dedication to designing the best solutions 
for its clients. For more than 70 years, RS&H has successfully met all challenges regardless of the size, location, or 
nature of a project, from incorporating the unique character of a community into the design of a terminal, to 
satisfying the engineering and environmental requirements for a runway improvement, to addressing the future 
through detailed planning and visioning. 

About C&S Companies:   

C&S Companies provide design, planning, environmental, sustainability and construction services for public and 
private clients in a variety of sectors across the country. The diversity of C&S’s services is unique in the industry, 
with professionals in many specialized disciplines. The firm’s main service areas include facilities, aviation, surface 
transportation, environmental, municipal, technology solutions and construction management. C&S’s Aviation 
Group has been working collaboratively with clients across the country to integrate sustainability into planning, 
design and construction projects. 

About ISI Envision®:  

Envision® is the product of a joint collaboration between ISI, which was founded by three national engineering 
associations: American Society of Civil Engineers, American Council of Engineering Companies, and American Public 
Works Association, and the Zofnass Program for Sustainable Infrastructure at Harvard University Graduate School 
of Design. Information on all of ISI and Envision can be found on the ISI website, 
http://www.sustainableinfrastructure.org/. 

 


